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Uv\L^
^

&yvtotto&> m cA Iwfto
f

SVWfuto uA 'jl( ^aa/

vwv^iVi CT ^j^( ^T" Ovi / ^hdii ^ tf-
<°.

i^t ^ 'EL^tA L ~fci I^^^Li;
, (U^iLot 0^^ ^

<5,-r



-w).

" ^ c*Jl* hu^ . CK ^ ^

C/JJM ^ \(VuvJt
/

C&Jfe, KmL
*)
"Ua,

) ^
lo€)t-^ Ww^o**.

l^\ °jjvw U^A h^e/Lot |^fct
^
Wvj^

} ^ A\^ lu2jJC^~ -||

Jy VwA^wJ| <VTfc4 -it{ huVAtfizC^
*

b—\ Vw^rk

^
W^^Vvi Vvwvaoti Cv9^

^ ^ JUA, /V^> ^*V\v\vA£i| >-
"fcfc^T ^L*j2^cKvv£

>' l\U_ \tejl, U^ ^iC U,v^4
;

' wfc <$U. rL^£ n, 1^- ^

^ \x)wfcv> CXX
, J'

/£*•'
,

<2^ UA^-v (>Vovv^lAvY A/^
WkC>V~ ufWv) -Aa Uy> l ^^4^ fc; Sks^cJs?

^
C

jj^-'',)

CA'aV/^wWv
\

j

^^VVvA. tvi tu <* cj| l^) ”t^ Vvvvv« w-fcf Caa^ A-& ) ^2

^/v-^ Vvv^As C^ivji
—^

it^ Wm.\"ia^>
^

'"^y
^

U Aj ^Wj-£

\w\fy &vw\Vt ^aI~ C^^C- cL^jTvv^ .

/
Ti-i-^ Wvfi' lJiv\> 0&£^~ vP v

S'*, ^
^

'tt* l-^W *V d*—«.
4--i —»/ i A*y> ^-^Atd/’f^

S^ cL>^ u,
.
flLrt */f r /Vi)

(

a hJ^ JlJ cAo W L** s

4T fcvvy Uv«o Av>?Lu+(
4-J

'At^ iM^u^yzf Ljj>
Jj

i£jf Uj> cXj~_ JUt j***^

l^nt—
^

h/ji, tj P^a^AaI ^ *A, '^^7 j*is
£j
ih b&'xbii

,
lsw*+~, LajI

»W^ <C 'W.^ -4 ie -few. ^ '

|4 1*4" Z^

k a CA^
(

u-, ^ <^lyJ(Su^ u, ^‘-f

^i^v> ft f l^TA ^V ^ A, -4lZfe , , .

A. 5^ -W ^ -4t^t ^ ^^
dWV "^’ PtAlkv^•^M**s:

t

tft,^

ClvAltVvx Wf/K^ |l^vw/
^

k^aL "fct?
/| a44v 4'^u^t

(Vak/j^1 ^w/U. cJl^Mi\~ ly{f —

jy^jiijL k*> Vywr^fc~i~t
l^r^U- Gmma* ^ f<^y^

/
jU^ <~no <

C"
_

Wvt |U -tw
<|^ic. k*«Y i/CtA *t alLwf) utfiwr^

.

I^o |mvmwi (LUi " ^1 ^ -£L ,- jfirf J*

ks/) uXv^'
^

to^^AilvY, lvt\it Jyvw^v r* ^V) Vvvvwttc^^ ^
wtTn .

J^f ivT^ /*H\ ^ /s^^
y



vmttr

(jif ^7 1/lwUw fa
<C'$£vl AMyfrg. tyrfli* Ivt%

|sS<8Aai*149 fad jl£l ifcih* $&U)p rt*** ifc~1 d/t -
9 C (M%rf

y
U^

H AwwUt
, „ , liJ\ **»£** vy

fc

WVTM^
^

"ttf ^ 'ifcr \

».^ri e^f

4, IM «. a-H »**v a«^-J — ^;w ^
*. 2^, ul

r~
ev WS

|

1
',

a J *tT Lsju-** - ^1 C^i^e CsM>~t- [w)\ , V* X*
t,

1
L"^ “p

w^~v k*. *** * ^ * <u

r'z±f
r

«k Uv^ ,&*. Th T- r /, 7I

‘X^^ 4kv> ^^ ^ ^ J*7** * ^iWj ^ *M,t
"

-fc- Wl ^ wuy i^wX ^
^ ] Ait -J4— .-—"n ' .J' « / —r /)

cU4c-wj^Uf-K ,
in vfM ", -'

7
'~ " v

', ' / , ,

k.w<U- 4
-fc -^J ^ ^ ^ |f|f

* :^1 A

4^- iW ^
C$**ftpy j>.

i*f-j-

r \,jr tt/yifc t'Kir**' '*s\a * *n
/

” 7'|

^ k^') ^

(un
^-o>L f^r

u/a/vwu' CL^ -

J j]
~

Q yj j

'

w^vu^s-cd- m "ft** "4 ^w, fer

it^ (uvJttech .faftiL dfjy 'P
*ce

7}xf pT^
Obsjcdbt^ U/tLO

,,-*-
r " r

I _X w.,. : & v,JJfty% iyft

•? f:a
fc “ arUf «

• - .4£
: i:*.«-. -:.• v-f

«.. •"«-
,X- ^ W
'^lU - C'fl* /j

^ ^ t

162X^ |
2uJa ^/ ^/i I

5^vv^fc^ W<V) " 4 i/mi^ ^yIaI^^mo a
^

Jbu/\vw VvJ^<Af v- ^ ’ ti-Aij ^xS-Ds'^t tty it AiJ>-^

(^Awlr ^K b*f *•***£ &*A .

}
My$_ 4dt^\oJUl/ ^ Sc-vsjfct ,

d]. A^ovk? frvt-!
/ jp. (yyj

&<*<£ i%d yf~~

<r
I*™ h s&Ljp

}
(u^ jy\ y y pn y A^

-4 . ^ WvAa_t? . (^A h~j C. l© j)

,

/j( . .— $H ~

\f^/i/\fa v O^jAd. A- A * K .



u ^ V *J
,

•*. ^
. .fC: ^̂

^**4- ^
u

' olw^L; vm^v, (x^yl ^
'

>
i,WOV\ mUwl .')

(f\
Wfiter

II ^ M' ^
'

11^ ^ fle^j - S~ffrd^ .
V* ft* "\ fr-jfdj ^ •

^ UL M Kw, ^ Vw^ ^ Jo** ^ faZfrfcU' h^6™»)
^ n ,, /Id flji'^7 HwvoLyWY. Wvltf l^uAtti Ui) 4 'f"

o j fj W. ^ * ** ^\/r^t{/ fo**
*** '

'z, -

4^ U4. ^ J c n.U^ rd^y ^
Jj;

-to ft^w —^^ w «—

.

(jJfSjr^
UiJr-^

fl*

a
a^ 1

,/

/l* c\hdr ^ ^ ^ f

^.Jb

-C#i#w^ Ui ^ ^ /^y ^aa/^/
. <

K**At
^',r.

M*. tyJkjrfSh. .Cf fc.^ •« S -3^;
,

to^str j£ < L It5 ^f. /“T"
IT.u^^-b u/w ^7 ‘" J

,

*,
t

f?

fc Ht. c^ <r -st W "« ^ **'



&

rU y$.
cLkLtj %

^wmw. Ik WUuftv/ 1*4^ k My ki Iv^-m Ute

4r 1iJjki H ***% -
% h*i-,

* uLicj* Mut,^ 4 k hrn 4

4 4U^ jwrf- ^T)
:
***1/

,ik /^hw^
aU a* 4

-tr^ 4, jffa
kicj ft* fc*f ' L^ft.vn)

,

CfUPi-ivj w-d,) 'k^5>r>\ Jj (y 16- )wak Xi'4,--,
^

^4 ft AnjeJl

V^w*
/

(xrXu^M
,

* f^u *- **
4
k~

$1 € IvJL ^
iZw tofldTj *n SuLj wii^dy

lie u^> ULl ktt «. 4 i^V ^ ^ /c Y
ua

^
/

,-7 i

IV k*» bvvXLJ W wfl fe StlA> . k W, f«M*4 foufc,^ ^
Ik^U'vwt "tit IZiu jVvv &vk (w^kkl/*\ 'i* ( fit) f

M J&T ^nJ ’v‘<

Iw) jwif J*Y^

U^Uw k w«* Si U S7V> ^ **“ ^ ( f«K?

4
j^M. JW, *v A. <?W,f 4 ^L s

fXj.^
***** ^ ^'iH

r
^

Jxa/i|4 /uk
4
-tT4 iZlv^n ^7 iK ^

i4ivw^, k4
, ,

<Ljiwu^ ,01(7 'A4 fw kt i
c* K* ^ *4

(Uf€\ 4t Ce^T
«J
t Wrlk. # 3 V<e MCltbjpj tx stkii M.UiJ

y

4 ^twwUf ^4 5, kj'r Ml ft^jL <*V%J ^

e4 fUJ wi 47 -;*4 ^ .7 7" “'

cd iG c-cfez> AW Qtwjrtiti ^ ^ ^5/ ^ ^«^4cr



* \ \

(!)

iv tli V (
4,-/) jv>) 1-Sjt °^0 ^£*1 OvUav4 4-4 lw/4

Aii^w. Y^.:<
^ ^ ^

S,^ ycjk G^U *«*&' " dw£ U ||V w
\

Vk -s>4 'k .

vL
(

,
?[ I**, $£$» *4 ^

i;WV C.4tW.w l
'|Vi4|UM- - *4 -^ '/^ il*{ -&C

iM^
>a

JBu ^ k
£

** Vu~^ \ A L ^
^ Vi. a 4 m»4 ^V:
Cviw4 iL'.K. , /M^, ^ C«..lS.);M-(. Mr V »-

wM - * ft4 4 <fetw«*w4^ CO/moO Cu^d, « ;'" '.,

b toMc ^ 4 ,u* u < ” rr^

..tk^ ft* . ^^ /lf,aw
-

% ^
ciwJi {Wi ". _ *y>. H( C*W

;

A iW
(j 4^ ij^i

,
t<i i. (AwiLh^J^j

f

.

u

)

l« r Cn.^-HM). ^J*.-
_,IU 4^ |v«V li >t^

t*S low .
tfV4 j^-v»tv> K 'Ttvo WTwm^,

Isbo J • Uij ^ ffacdfay ^rl^Z bkiu

($V- U( ^4 Lip^^s-
y #$ J^J) ^ ^»Cij

CLA/ 4 4tCv jfy± y^ 4\.jki ^-^4
tAl^j>a

^
^ tvwjt’vn^ 4. kwtvf 4 Wu4A(aCU.^

fcfcj MU>W*V

(C

^AjUU^ ^/. tHo ^ V^'inA Li ) is£. i

^

^

1^) IW ^-Ci|ti2 ^ “it* yvJUtt tweJ ^ 4 ^ ^^rvlr _

"3-^ UvxL^vvilj - l/^ l^-4.ivC<;,

V) GvwWvvtw, c/yG, : 'T^oti'nuu Afr/fe>£j jjUvA \i^vu . Atu-i^ ltn<£

Oa_4 lw) i^c^tvv^
^

k^wyVjS-vk,

.

V^\a.U/> r- dljtvckxj ^ Crpwf^vJ/^ /|(( /V *L Cf(Y>\jdti^

X - Gi^'Acv**^ y;kyuar ^ Cnwty iu>\,jfc)k*wfoz ^oldAttv.



1]L (ll$* 1})) ^ ^ k U\Wk^
(

- JU^ <

wtvK Lc jjC (Sts hubxj d j>,
/o^)

^V" wife ^ S^X^A/Vl-* *

^13/ -*? lfl)
" Vt'^-v.l'i; OA «/\tl\V-A^‘j)

£ ^Cvfc-vVnW-tc cAw i-CihOthjls

w, \Uw £. UV ^ /wJli,, f
C\ ly[/s-&Wl*£ — Wf<T W^lf -

\ fv^l^ W/vJ K lA/LJ^ /\il»£ftt<vv /i\ Swi |f. /&)

l*Vw vk &^Zct<_ ^ ^v\£ yj >v a

^ I'lA'lj*/ ^ C^w-'tv,

''fat

A

ctavWvl 'l 'i 7-

j

^ ^ i^V^ Iv, 1
& k^fcf *U (?y^ fv4

K^<3 ^ ^ k^'S^ SLfijr(lif-ietw)

'f)U ls^
f
a> \*Ai) to ty££h j\

c h aku^dy LaJI^ c&

^b^rv fj L $JU, h. U;llJc£ j
tirvs^ y, Lj

ku*Yl). ^ ^ ^^6.. y^~£J 4P &^'f^
?X'«>k

jt'fjo ^)
/

jp

fWP CAuvwi i^i'K, -C 7^/^

&o ^-<^i *<— tr. v, ^Lci / t-vwA^/ 'i Uv-vwJ^ bu^j

.Aki Uw>u*^ —
j

/j
rfv L)<Xj $,>ux *^( ^ ilc\ 4fiL ' ttx hwl

fm !fe\ tv^J( Vv^^t V>\X- (

1

(iddL, $ d.'P'/gc).

IS^j -
f
U
|'^J m- ^>«.i Lv< jv^l

/)
iM-^a-i,'

0 Sa^tatT LowWvL . 7i'V

®^ W;4-tev^>v-) 4^4, f<y. w 'SivxU^ f^vvw,

\ ^ \ ' lb C^J, . n flv\.}vk4 rtv.i!(, ,ir7,3
J

P Ute^jt^ - < 0*}, 1*1*4 th,
" ^ 1^1 ^ ^

U'^ > ^ ^ti,wA ^k.< iz^l lLr

^ Aw . ^ tuxjl^Uj Lz* •. ^ ^6^*.. /*n** *L./ L.

t*f §fjw
(

bfh\ ^t$iYj
(

vH. ^ Cx( fOi:/^

*j£i^;b^,!&dM‘»£i »!

(Mw-, I ( - 7fr)



(p \&mA* o* v aM&tffr ]6u^s

„ („i Y&x, k>-4 UvUwu
^
cv.u

L\ix ivr?k Lw. jvvf' {r^-C^W 1- f 3^)

i|?(/._ iwX «/;

^VuW&Lw [/LG iff •"

CrfVWv'vvl* <VJ

b 1*1^ - &ih Vh^ <}j£>

l/vW%

Viw^ctz^;
^

(i^U| iZ

]/S%falY^ C-Ww} ^-«. *M>W »’ >L

/ftk CUUj^ Cl. fry CcJz^
t
f

'(k A^S v

r/7.rv/3B

\A«^VV\J>

t£^ AX/V> VP-|

A^S

j^MuJAfe^ Uv/\uJ
.'j '•J^ H\AjLc

) v ^X-P'i k/Lae \u<xLJ( hv,\;j> ^ '^b 7 -A
bi, fcw*'

j,*7/_ -1
/o/Z

i*^v_ c^iLlJj ^ UefinAkiL (6.

$*id A l*Q\lm
s Lf &~Jvu/ <Lo<Uvf ^K-v ^ Y^JsnVu/

X\V\lev/ -' ^2/Vi*ot*t
j

($)<£jhs £v/i*W\ (v •.<Vtt, C ^ l^- '"'j^ W ^ftlfcAvX^ *-j
(

(Sk-U-Lliyj l^cjL^J

'\ # jHj --=•"*( tX4r Uv^|ct> • f/’o S C1^ tv*wu y
(

fatL \l ^
Ct . 0Vi^n^ClXwi/rfc -t fa/ (Jt^Ai-'iL ( lioi”) UtJ _. N^UUj J^jh^Lm, lie?

ij, - «_ /* *fW*su y^Xjl . . . v /

nn^ ^ vwlu U4 L; ta<bce*** /n ^
Iao SCvvvXxiu^ Uo|f pA^Xr^ 4 ip^tiui-i'L U/lct 'ho'^-\tfa, i Yh*~lV

^.uu [A Uut^j
( ^ Ciy^ CAJ£/f; v

fi CvV/IvvvC ^A,

Jf ^vXV
C^vwjt/Vv^ ^W'-

h^a w S



jLo 'ty-( bfv 1°^)

«*** -juwi U^r l

^

,j

CLdi}^ ^ iv/ j/t fio

^ ^'V Ik-j tu ’Pubfou#

^|(#X ‘ Uvu| iJjhj OjjyrA* ^vu^vr\ . £vj OX 7f
,

*- iX

U^l K A*^
Jl^j**^ ^ ij^Cf $lbs /IXjvW cUjw Bjr *^X .

I'V'pU'A tL'Y'** y

j

|l>v C
~j

oLL U*^ <^[rvuv Jcij. oJX ^ CUvw^ (Y/^ r? AijLf
Ciivvw^ |^X| ^ . A'u-'-cJ <& Afcrbv Jvwi, ,

^t<(
^1

L^/ C->V* >v^ S>'^j4u>'\ 'fj^Vvv^ tTT

^
(j <5 3*j W&57»y)

^

l^At^ IvTV?

<jWTU^ Vv'X'lX^
^

C. fj >

/Vj/J^v>>tj wX) |vt>w «^4>\if -fivv^ „ tt-Xl*

|i«< lAv^f ci—ls
. Q 1^*1^ ily 1&(L^ cAy

^

cUi^

(L^
Yy.

vi. (llii^WUvwv, if ^ cU<..f ol,W-.

VS, - (Uvvfl (* i*~X}VtfX/ o JLj ^ Uxxjjctf f I

r^'VjX ^-|i>ruilX
^

^

A*iL, tU^ PyJc
[u-^ cfrX{ iuH *Tl^' t<UJ k,VMt,

l^° CM I^ U^UavJ • 4V.:
*|
Ww’ uJLi^j,

tiu



THEOLOGY: AUGUSTINE TO CALVIN

In the thousand years of history between Augustine and Calvin,
certain great names tower above all others in the history of the development
of Chtistian doctrine. The Ifive greatest are: Augustine, Anselm,
Aquinas, Luther and Calvin* It is these five, therefore, to which we shall
limit our attention in this brief four-hour sketch of a thousand years of
Christian theology*

It is impossible to begin anywhere but with Augustine* He
sums up and clarifies all that came before him in theology, since the time
of the Apostle Paul, and so great is the influence of his massive intellect
that he unmistakeably shapes all the development of doctrine that comes
after him* Anselm, and Aquinas acknowledge him as master* Luther was an
Augustinian monk* As Presbyterians I suppose we would all like to think that
Calvin is the greatest theologican since Paul, but I think in truth we must
admit that our Presbyterianism is as much Augustinian as Calvinistic*
Hamack, the historican of dogma, calls Augustine incomparably the greatest ^
man in the Chtistian church between Paul the Apostle and Luther the Reformer","'
and in intellectual primacy he has had no equal in the history of the
Christian faith* Archibald Alexander ( The Thinkers of the Church* p« 87)
remarks that Augustine1 s theology not only laid the basis for Roman
Catholicism, hut is equally the foundation of Lutheranism and Calvinism*
"The orthodox faith, indeed, " he says, "of all the Churches is but a modified
Angustinianism*

"

• Aurelius Augustine was bom in Tagaste in the Roman Province of
Numidia, North Africa on Nov* 13, 35*t A. D. His father was a jovial, senskal
heathen* His mother, Monica, was a devout Christian, and it was due to her
early influence, Augustine says, that even in his darkest days of sin and
unbelief, he was never able completely to forget the name of Jesus Christ*
His family was poor, and only at great sacrifice was able to send him away
to a good school in Carthage where, although he distinguished himself in
his study of literature and philosophy, he very quickly fcfiii fell into loose
habits of living, and when he was only 18 years of age he became the father
of an illegitimate child*

He had at this time given up his Christian faith and fallen under
the influence of the Manichaeans* This was a new world religion appearing
in the east about the end of the third century, somewhat similar to Gnosticism,
but less Christian and better organized than the Gnostics. Religiously it
was a blend of Persian .Zoroastrianism and Christianity, with perhaps a little
touch of Buddhism. It was a thorough-going dualism, teaching that matter is
evil and only the spirit is good, and that therefore Jesus Christ could not
have had a human body. Salvation, it taught, was the release of the spirit
from the prison of the body. But by the time he was thirty, Augustine
became dissatisfied with Manichaeanisra , and in his restless search for truth
turned next to Neo-Platonism*

CD Sr. jma.3
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Neo-Platonism was the last effort of classical
Greek philosophy to fight off the ririrrt* challenge of
the rise of Christianity. Its founder, Ammonaeus Seccos,
had studied the Bible under the great theologian, Origen,
111 Al^fc^dria, afld in return had taught Origen DhilosoohvBut Seccos became convinced that Christianity and philosophy^ere irrecomO-lable en®aies ^ alienated himself from the Christian church. Like his

vlfn
f
fT

US
+
pupi

i*
he ught a mystic pantheism in an avain attempt to transform philosophy into a popular religion. Salvati

kisses4 oniy s
between God, the undefinable source of all being, and man, whose soul ischained to evil by the bondage of the body#

, . . ,
the year 386, however, as he describes it so dramatically inhis Confessions, Augustine found imethgqpraimfl

tomuasjc the only true answer to the problem of sin. For more than ten yearshe had sought in vain to find in philosophy the power that would lift himout of his life of licentious bondage to the desires of his body. Suddenly,“ h® 1 over
,

his sins in a garden, a voice spoke to him, "Take, and read".The book he picked up was the Epistle to the Romans, and it opened to the13th chapter, the iSttanann 12th to the 14th verses*
Cast off the works of darkness. ...reveling, drunkenness. •

•

debauchery...licentiousness... Pul on the Lord Jesus Christ
end make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires."

S
?+f

t laSt* 30(1 Playing, he found his peace, and the prayers ofhis mother were finally answered. The next year he was baptized, andftwjww* Utar was ordained a presbyter (priest), and in 395 was made
Bishop of Kippo, where he lived and wrote to the end of his days, in theyear 430 A. D.

Augustine1 s whole theology revolves around the dfctrine of the
absoluteness and sovereignty of God, which is as Calvinistic, of course,
as it is Augustinian# Here at last he came to rest, his body exhausted by

no^th^ h£L^f^^~—

?

eith
f
r.^,^he deepest of heresies

famous
Thee#®

phr
^To:

ases.
t himself in one of his most

until they find their rest in
or him, only the all-sufficiency of the Sovereign God could fill
T16SS of man* ® ^ ^the emptiness of manf s corrupted nature#

It was through his many writings that Augustine influenced the
whole church from his abscure little bishopric in far-off Hippo# Out of
his many writings, five great books are pre-eminent:

!• Confessiones (397-^00 A.D.). This is the account of his con.
version, and the record of his religious experience. It has been
called the first great book ever written on the psychology of
religion.

2. de Doctrina Christiana (397-426). In this botak On Christian
Doctrine, Augustine lays down his principles of Biblical interpretation
and exposition#
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3* Enchiridion ad Laurentinm (421 A.D. ) t in which work on
Faith, Hope and Love, he attempts to systematize his
theological thinking.

4. De Trinitate (395-^20 A.D.) in which Augustine gives
the doctrine of the Trinity its fihal orthodox form, a
form to which nothing significant was added until the time
of Calvin (see Warfield. Studies in Tertullian and Augustine,

p. 116)

5# De Civitate Dei (413-426 A.D. ), which crowned Augustine} s

lifetime of theological labor with the churches first
rational and Christian philosophy of history.

Just as Augustin* s theology centers positively around the doctrine
of the sovereignty of God, negatively it was formed in the heat of theological
battle as he struggled to defend the faith against three great enemies.
His Ifist conflict was against Manichaeanism, a heresy of which he himself
had once been a disciple. The second conflict was with the Donatists, who
divided the church in the most serious schism of the church* s first five
hundred years. The third conflict was with the Pelagians , whose heresy is
as alive and dangerous today as it was fifteen hundred years ago.
fhiaExthrjEgxMxfiiKlaxBaHxhiByM|ap In these three great conflicts, Augustine
as the champion of the Christian church won for it its three great battles
of the fifth century: (l) the battle against the Ahi dualism of the Manichees,
(2) the battle against the separatism of the Donatists , and (3) the battle
against the rationalism of the Pelagians.

Against the Manichees, Augustine maintains the omnipotence of
God, and the moral responsibility of man. A dualistic, false religion like
Manichaeanimm, he points out, makes evil as powerful as God. Impossible,
says Augustine. God is the only real being, and the only real good. (See,
Soliloquia, 1,1 (3)) Moreover, Manichaeanism reduces man to irresponsible
slavery to evil. His body is evil, and he cannot escape it, so sin is not
really his fault. Not so, says Augustine. While it is true that Adam, ty
his fall, transmits the incentive to sin to all his descendants, nevertheless
the freedom of man*s will is not thereby destroyed. A man* s acts are his own,
and sin cannot be blamed on anyone but the sinner. (De Libero Arbitrio )

Against the Donatists, Augustine becomes the first Christian
theologian to develope a systematic doctrine of the church , and in so doing he became
as Warfield says ( Studies in Tertullian and Augustine, p. 121) "in a true
sense the founder of Roman Catholicism". The problem he faced was that the
Donatists had divided and splintered the church of Christ. Nearly a century
before, in North Africa, they had refused to recognize axMnrinqg the authority
of a bishop who had compromised during the Wjo^etian_J>ersecutions and had
given up the Bible to be burned rather than die for the faith. So they
seceded and elected their own bishop. By the time of Augustine, there were
more Bathnli Donatist schismatics than Catholic Christians in North Africa.
Much can be said Ifor their passionate defense of the purity of the faith, but
to Augustine it seemed they had committed one unforgiveable sin: they had
divided the church. Their fluty was to stay in the church and reform it; not
to leave and divide it. As for their claim that they were now the only true
church, Augustine replied that their are four marks of the true church of
Christ: Mnlijy (1) unity, (2)sanctity, which he interpreted as possession
of the true sacraments, for sanctity is God*s holiness, not man*s worthiness,
(3) apostolicity, and (4) catholicity, by which he meant universality. Only
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the Raman Catholic Church possesses all four marks of
the true church, said Augustine* &cbe But to Augustine,

the authority of the church is invested in txkc the whole

fes council of apostolic bishops, not just in the Bishop of
Rome, and the remark later attributed to him by Roman

Catholic apologists: Rome has spoken; and the case is finished--Is pure

invention (see A Robertson, Augustinus in Diet * of Christian Biography, p.85).

Against the Pelagians, Augustine is the greatest of evangelical

theologicans. Where Pelagius the heretic contended that man by his own merit

could play a part in the earning of his salvation, Augustine demonstrated

once and for all from Scripture that salvation is by faith alone* In his
frvTst early years as a Christian Augustine had believed, as did most of the

Christians of his day, that although the grace of God is necessary to

salvation, the first step which opens the way to God*s grace is man 1 s own

act of faith (de Praed* III, 7). But a turning point came in the year 396.

In the first book he wrote as Bishop of Hippo (de Divers * Quaest * ad Simplic * I)

he says that he wrote that once "we labored in the cause of the freedom

of the human will, but the grace of God won the__day*" Man, according to

Augustine, has the power of choice betweerT^leraatives, but one thing he

cannot do, he cannot choose God without God* s help* This is the doctrine of
irresistible grace which a thousand years later was to prove so important in 3

the systematic theology of the great reformer, John Calvin. ( Enchiridion* 32)

This *** is Augustine at his best* Against the Manichees he
is to some extent only a Christianized philosopher, overthrowing their

dualism with Platonic idealism expressed in Biblical terms. Against

the Donatists, he is a bishop and a chmcrinmn Catholic churchman* Against

Pelagius, pride of philosophy vanishes and glory in the church fades before

a greater glory, itk the glory of the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and

Augustine the evangelical lays the foundations for the Reformation which

so many years later was to cleanse and purify the Church he loved.

3 "It is ; not to be doubted that the will of God, who made all things that he

would in heaven and earth and who also made those things that are to come,

cannot be resisted by human wills so that he may not do what he will* For

even with the very wills of men he does what he will, when he will*" (De

correptione et gratia, XIV (45))
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ANSELM

For six hundred years after the death of Augustine (lt30 A.D.) theology was in

eclipse. Even as Augustine died, the Vandals were hammering on the gates of Hippo,

the city of which he was Bishop. As Rome fell, first before the barbarians, and

then, in North Africa, before the Mohammedans, the great theological work of the

church fathers was halted and almost quenched. Rome ! s energies under leaders like

Gregory the Great (pcfc.590-60U A.D.) were directed not so much toward true doctrine,

as toward the building of the power of the church and of its pope. And the

Christian scholars of the new Germanic ch irches^ fm^M Mtnvn '‘were yet like

children, just wondering at the dogmatic creation of the past."
, J-,

j>.
'M

But as the Christian world approached the year 1000 A.D., a great wave of

apprehension swept through Europe that the end of the orId was at hand. The re-

sult was two-fold: (1) an increase of personal piety in the church, and (2) a

great stimulation of Christian theology. It was this two-fold combination, accelerated

by a third important factor, the rediscovery of Aristotelian philosophy, that pro-

duced in the next two hundred years (the 12th and 13th centuries) that flowering of

medieval Roman Catholic thought which is commonly called Scholasticism. The

greatest of the Scholastic Theologians n) in this Golden Age of

Catholicism was Aquinas, whom we shall study in our next lecture; but before

Aquinas came two earlier important thinkers: Anselm and Abelard, and of these two

we have picked for special attention Anselm, not only because the medieval renaissance

of theology begins with him, but also because he stands closer to the great central

line of orthodox Christian doctrine that leads from Paul to Tertullian to Augustine

through Anselm bo Luther^ and Calvin.

Anselm, the father of Scholasticism, was born in Italy in 1033. When his

father, a Lombard nobleman, opposed his wish to became a monk, he ran away from

home, making his way to Normandy and entering a monastery there in northern France

about the time that the Normans were conquering England. In 1093, he was brought
ur tautfHtrfhd

over to England by the Norman king, and Archbishop of Canterbu^ amw* head of

the
church.
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He was a high churchman and completely loyal to the Roman Pope against the

claims of the Kings of England, but his more enduring fame rests not on his church-

manship. or his unquestioning Catholicism, but on two great contributions he has

made to the history of doctrine: his proof of the existence of God, and his proof

of the Atonement.

As bibliographical reference material for Anselm, therefore, we need mention

only the two books of his which contain his statement of these two doctrines.

(1) The Proslogion gives in three short chapters (chapters 2-1* ) Anselm's

celebrated ontological proof of the existence of God.

(?) Kis even more famous Cur Deus Homo contains such a classic exposition and

defense of the doctrine of Christ's atonement for sin that it is still used today.
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Anselra's famous proof for the existence of God in the Proslogion.

he says, came to him all at onoe, almost like a vision, after a long period of
intense agony and spiritual struggle. In his zdal and love for God he had been

longing with great desire for some infallible, reasonable proof of God*s

existence, not only to stop the mouths of unbelievers but also to quiet the

restlessness of his own mind. So grMttyxritrtxtaB earnestly did he want to find

this one, final, unanswerable argument for God that he could not eat or sleep

or pray. Then suddenly the answer cam&»»a solution so short and simple that

he gives it in just a few pages of his bok.

In essence, it begins with the simple statement that the existence

of God is a truth which is impossible to deny because its denial involves a

contradiction. This statement he proceeds to prove by four logical propositions:

(1) God is that than which nothing greater4 can be conceived.

He exists in the understanding (since I have an idea of such a God).

But if he exists in the understanding, he must exist in reality also.
( 2 )

(3)
or the greater is less, since real existence is greater than existence
in'

:{EK
(4) Therefore, God cannot be conceived not to exist.

This form of closely reasoned argument illustrates well how the

theological method of the mediaeval church had changed radically from the theo-

logical method of the early church. The early church fathers based their

theological reasoning on the authority of the Bible and quoted Scripture to

prove their arguments. But in the middle ages the method had changed. Anselm

and the Scholastics, while not denying the Bible, do not argue from Scripture

but base their arguments on the authority of logic and philosophy.

Anselm* s whole argument, for example, depends on an acceptance of

the modified realism which had been developed by Augustine from Platonic philo-

sophy. Realism asserted that universal idea_s are as real as particulys, in

other words, that "mankind" (a universal idea that includes all men) is as real

as any individual, particular man whom you can see or touch. This point of

view was opposed by the philosophical school of thought called nominalism which

asserted that only the particular is real** in ofchfcr . wortfs-J that only individual

men Beally pdust, and that universal ideas like "mankind” are just names that

ajcist bniy ihrbie mind.

But more important for us than these philosophical foundations of

Anselm* s though, and even more important than his argument itself, is the whole

theological frame of mind in which Anselm moved. Anselm wrote his proof of the

existence of God 9GO years ago, but his theological insights are so profound

that as modem a theologian as Karl Barth confesses that his awn thinking is

grounded in Anselm* s theological methods. One of Barth* s early works was Anselm : Faith
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|V> Search of Understanding in which he acknowledges hi? debt to Anselm* s insight that

reason functions within the framework of faith.

Tbrirg is ~"fche foundation on which Anselm stands: "credo it intelligam, " or
A ;

"I believe in order that T may know." ( Prosl . 1). With Anselm faith comes first,

and reason follows—not the reverse. Tn this, of course, he is only standing on

the shoulders of the great Augustine who had said six hundred years before, *credimus

ut cognoscamus
,

f> "we believe in order that we may understand." In this, also, he

corrects the modern popular misconception that knowledge (science) comes first, and

faith only supplements knowledge as a rather shaky extra, carrying us on from where

scientific certainty ends into the somewhat less certain realm of the spiritual.

This will not do for Anselm. God, he says, can be proved to exist as certainly as

any scientific or philosophical fqct.

The doctrine of the Atonement, says Anselm in Cur Deus Homo , can be proved to

the unbeliever on purely rational grounds just as surely as the existence of God.

God had to become man. There wqs no other alternative. For there was no other

way for Him to save man. As Anselm argues:

(1) All men share the guilt and sin of Adam.

(2) This sin withholds from God the honor that is due to Him from man. HeW-W- 1 -• - . ••
. ....

must therefore demand that man restore to Him His honor.

(3) This can be done only by punishment of the guilty or the giving of satis-

faction to God.

(Ii) But punishment is impossible for that would defeat God*s whole purpose in

creating man since it would wipe out the human race. Therefore the only

alternative is to satisfy in some way God's offended honor.

(5) But what can man give back to God to satisfy His honor which he does not

already owe to God? hfftktuj.

(6) Only God can adequately make satisfaction. Rut it must be man who does
^ A

lt als° since it is man who is guilty. Therefore, God had to become man in
Jesus Christ, the God-man.
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Cur Dens Homo is without doubt Anselm1 s most important work.,

important because it pacta put an end once and for all to the thousancUyear-

old doctrine of the atonement as it had been taughtjS ty the church fathers.

The ancient church produces two famous theories of the atonement: one by

Irenaeus, and one by Origen in the third century.

The theory of Irenaeus is called the Recapitulation theory. It

explains Ch±ist , s work of redemption in terms of Christ as
^

the Second Adam

doing right for mankind everything that the first Adam had done wrong, and

ty
- this recapitulation of human history earning for man the eternal life that

the first Adam had forfeited through disobedience. iixjgaa In the succeeding

centuries, however, it was not this theory of the atonement that was accepted by

the Christian church. Instead of Irenaeus 1 s “recapitulation 1* theory, the

church fathers clear down to the middle ages followed Origan* s more dramatic

"Ransom" theory of the atonement. (See Origen. Coram. on Matt. 16:18; and

Contra Celsum H, 47; VIII, 54). Even Augustine ( Serin. 152,11) follows the popu-

lar trend of the ransom theory and mistakenly pictures the death of Christ as a

ransom paid by God to the devil to secure the release of sinners held in Satan* s

power.

But Anselm* s far better “Satisfaction" theory of the Atonement ended

the long reign of the "Ransom" theory. There are faults, to be sure, to be found

in it* (1) It tends to revive a kind of Gnostic dualism in its conception of

God the Father demanding justice on one side, and God the Son satisfying that

demand ty his goodness and love on the other; and (2) it is one-sided in its

emphasis on the death of Christ, rniyarnmn ignoring his whole life of obedience,

and (3) it fails to give any real assurance of salvation through the atonement.

All it does is to prove that salvation is possible. Anselm, like the rest of the

Catholic Schoolmen, believed that this salvation made possible by Christ must be

earned by men through their good works.
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But Anselm's theory must be credited with correcting Irenaeus'

s

overemphasis on the life of Christ and failure to connect the atonement with

Christ's death on the cross

But Anselm's theory was a major step forward in the history of doctrine.

He corrected Irenaeus by pointing out that the Atonement cannot be separated

from the MLeath of Christ on the cross. And he corrected Origen's almost Gnostic

dualism by showing that God does not have to strike a bargain with the devil to

save man. Moreover, what faults there were in Anselm's theory were soon to be

corrected by the great Reformers, Luther and Calvin, who took his doctrine of the

"satisfactory 11 atonementjmd kx with suitable changes made it the basis of their

own key doctrine of the "substitutionary" atonement for sin by Jesus Christ.

Anselm swept away the 1ttae theological misconceptions of centuries and pointed

Christian thinkers once again to three basic fundamentals of a Scriptural

understanding of the Atonement: (1) the sinfulness of man's sin, (2) the

holiness of God's justice, and (3) Jesus Christ as the only Atonement for sin.

Perhaps that is why the English theologian, James Denney, has

VV written, "The Cur Dens Homo is the greatest and truest book on the Atonement

that has ever been written." (The Atonement and the Modem Mind, p. 116)



AQUINAS

The greatest of all the theologians in the eleven hundred years

between Augustine and the Protestant Reformation was unquestionably Thomas Aquinas,

the prince of the Schoolmen. It is he who has given modern Roman Catholicism its

systematic theological foundation. So much so, that Roman Catholic theology

today can as appropriately be called Thomism as our Presbyterian theology can be

called Calvinism.

Thomas Aquinas was born in Central Italy in 1224. His father was the

Count of Aquino, related to the imperial family of Hohenstaufen. When he was

nineteen the young Aquinas, like Anselm before him, expressed a desire to become

a monk, and his noble family opposed this wish in every possible way. They even

went so far as to imprison him in the family castle for a whole year. But when

Thomas was about twenty years old he escaped and made his way to Paris where he

studied, and later taught, at the University of Paris, probably the greatest uni-

versity in the whole world of the 13th century.

He consistently refused high church honors, including the archbishopric

of Naples, in order to devfcte his life to study and teaching and writing. His

learning was immense, reaching into all fields—philosophy, ethics, natural
*

science and, of course, theology. His lifts? life ambition was to reconcile all

human knowledge— scientific and philosophic—with the Christian faith, and it is

a measure of his greatness that to the satisfaction of most people of his time

he accomplished this high goal.

Two hundred years earlier, Anselm had tried to show in the lease of a

few key hoctrines—the existence of God, and the Atonement— that there was no

conflict between faith and reason. Aquinas took up the same task, but greatly

enlarged its scope to include the whole range of teaching of the Christian church.

A further important difference between the two is that in Anselm 1 s time the

prevailing philosophy was Platonic, and Augustine centuries before had already
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done the major part of the difficult task of relating the Christian faith to

Platonism. By the time of Aquinas, however, the whole philosophic picture had

changed. The rediscovery of Aristotle, Plato 1 s pupil and rival, and the deepening

influence of Aristotelian!sm from the 12th century on, opened up a whole new

world of scientific and philosophic problems to the thinkers of Aquinas 1 s day.

Aquinas, therefore, broke sharply away from Augustinian Platonism. After Thomas

Aquinas, says Hamack, "Augustine falls and Aristotle rises", in Roman Catholicism

( Hist, of Dogma . VI, 166).

Aquinas 1 s great achievement, says Latourette, "was setting forth the

relation of reason and faith in such fashion that those to whom the Aristotelian

philosophy was definitive could feel that they might consistently remain Christians."

(A Hist , of Christianity , p. 510)

This was a far more difficult task than to reconcile Plato and

Christianity. Plato 1 s philosophic emphasis on the real existence of the world of

universal Ideas lent itself rather easily to Christian teaching about the reality

of the spiritual world. His emphasis also on the irnity of Iths the universe was

readily transformed by Christian thinkers into support for the doctrine of the

unity of all things in God. But Aristotle was more scientific and less philosophic,

in the modern sense of those words. He stressed not so much the world of ideas

but rather the natural world that can be seen and touched. He stressed not

the unity of universals, but the differences in particulars. So to meet these

new emphases in the world of his day, Thomas Aquinas had to begin with the bewildering-

ly diverse and material reality of the world about us, basing his arguments on what

the senses perceive, and attempting to build upward from this foundation a

reasonable road to faith in the One, Invisible God.

Of his many works, the two greatest books give in themselves -a most conv

prehensive and complete systematization of Christian doctrine and general knowledge

ever attempted. These books are:


